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Dear parents, teachers, and 
administrators,  

Come visit the Rockville Centre 
Public Library this summer!  
Children of all ages are welcome 
to be part of our summer 
activities. 

Start the countdown to fun on 
Monday, June 24 at 7pm with 
the amazing feats of the Circus 
Guy.  Get a reading log to record 
your books, too!

When summer winds down, join 
us for our Summer Celebration 
with a hilarious morning of Family 
Trivia with a local comedian on 
Monday, August 12 at 10:30am.

Come in, cool off, and enjoy 
everything your library has to 
offer.  We can’t wait to see you!

Your Youth Services Librarians

blast
off

good
book

with a



summer
reading

tips for
arents

Get started by getting carded
Library cards are free for all ages and open 
the door to a world of wonder.

Join our summer reading program!
All ages (yes, even babies!) welcome and 
encouraged – the more the merrier!  
The fun begins Monday, June 24 with our 
kick-off circus show.  Come on in and start 
your reading record.

Take it outside
Read aloud with your child every day.  Make 
it fun by reading outdoors – on the porch, 
patio, or at the beach or park.

Reverse roles
Have your children read aloud to you, 
whether they are just learning to read or 
have been reading for years.

Take the lead…read!
Your child is watching your every move – 
set a good example and be sure to get 
“caught” reading. 

Books, books and more books!
Having books throughout your house (in the 

bedrooms, kitchen, family room, and even 
the bathroom) sends a strong message 
that you value reading.

Think outside the book
Newspapers, magazines, graphic novels, 
and comics count as reading.  Let your 
children choose any reading material that 
interests them.

Listen up
Check out our great collection of  books 
on audio, including Playaways and CDs.  
They’re great for road trips, sick days, or 
quiet time.

eBooks and eReaders are not only 
available, they’re FREE
Download free eBooks and magazines to 
your Kindle, iPad, or mobile device through 
our Overdrive, Zinio, and Flipster online 
services. We also have our own pre-loaded 
Kindles that you can borrow.

The RVC Library is here for you!
Stop in and visit – we offer engaging 
reading programs and fun activities for all 
ages throughout the summer. 



summer
reading

how it
works

1. Kids entering grades K-5 can sign up beginning Monday, June 24 and start 
their reading log.  Ask us about our programs for babies and teens, too.

2. Read every day – it’s fun!

3. Come in to the library to record what you’ve read and receive your weekly 
prize.

4. Pick titles from the lists on the following pages or check out your own 
favorites.  Read what you like!

5. Look for the guessing jar and enter to win a cool prize.  There are new 
winners each week.

RVC library
hours

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

  9am   -   9pm
10am   -   9pm
  9am   -   9pm
  9am   -   9pm
  9am   -   6pm
  9am   -   5pm
       closed

summer
s e a s o n



Biscuit series by Alyssa Capucilli   

(Easy Reader) Woof! Follow everyone’s favorite 

little yellow puppy on all of his adventures. 

 

Bloom Boom! By April Pulley Sayre 

(Picture Book) Discover the magic and science 

behind spring flowers with simple verses and 

outstanding photography.  Enjoy the other seasons: 

Raindrops Roll, Full of Fall, and Best in Snow. 

 

Breathe by Scott Magoon 

(Picture Book) A young whale enjoys a first day 

of independence in this calm, soothing story. 

 

Chu’s First Day of School by Neil Gaiman  

(Picture Book) Sneezy panda Chu is nervous 

about his first day of school.  Will the other kids 

like him?  What will happen?  Try other Chu titles. 

 

Clever Concepts series by Jane Brocket 

(Nonfiction) With this series’ stunning 

photography and rich vocabulary, readers can 

explore senses, shapes, patterns, and more. 

 

Flip-a-Word series by Harriet Ziefert  

(Easy Reader) Flip the pages to make funny rhymes. 

 

Goodnight, Anne by Kallie George 

(Picture Book) It’s the beloved Anne of Green 

Gables for young readers!  It's time for Anne to 

go to bed, but not before she says goodnight to 

everyone and everything she loves. 

 

Hello Lighthouse by Sophie Blackall 

(Picture Book) Watch seasons pass as the wind 

blows, the fog rolls in, and icebergs drift by. 

Step back in time and through the lighthouse’s 

door in this 2019 Caldecott Medal winner. 

 

Here Comes Mother Goose edited by Iona Opie 

(Nursery Rhymes) Introduce children to classic 

nursery rhymes with this edition, or try Opie’s 

My Very First Mother Goose. 

 

LEGO Man in Space by Mara Shaughnessy 

(Picture Book) With over 3 million views on 

YouTube and covered by almost every major 

news outlet in the world, this is the true story of 

two boys who launched a LEGO Man toy into  

near space! 

 

Mae Among the Stars by Roda Ahmed 

(Picture Book Biography) Young Mae Jemison 

dreamed of space and being an astronaut.  Her 

mom said, "If you believe it, and work hard for it, 

anything is possible.” 

 

Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell  

(Picture Book Biography) Young Jane Goodall 

observes nature, reads Tarzan books, and grows 

up to be a famous zoologist. 

 

Mousetronaut by Mark E. Kelly  

(Picture Book) A mouse on a spaceship proves to 

the astronauts that even though he is small, he is 

mighty.  Also read Mousetronaut Goes to Mars. 

 

Nat Geo Kids Pre-Readers series by various authors 

(Easy Reader) In Peek, Otter!, Hoot, Owl!, and 

many others, fledgling readers will enjoy 

beautiful photographs as they learn about their 

favorite animals. 

 

Red Sky at Night by Elly MacKay 

(Picture Book) It’s a sailor’s delight!  Learn 

many timeless weather sayings. 

 

Suryia & Roscoe: The True Story of an Unlikely 

Friendship by Bhagavan "Doc" Antle  

(Nonfiction) An orangutan and a stray dog 

become best friends.  Read Suryia Swims, too! 

 

What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? by Steve 

Jenkins and Robin Page 

(Nonfiction) A nose for digging?  Ears for 

seeing?  Eyes that squirt blood?  Animals can do 

amazing things with their bodies.  Also try many 

other titles by Steve Jenkins. 

 

Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales by Lucy Cousins 

(Fairy Tales) This collection includes Little Red 

Riding Hood, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Little 

Pigs, and more. 
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Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty 

(Picture Book) Curious Ada conducts scientific 

experiments to answer her questions.  Also try 

Rosie Revere, Engineer and Iggy Peck, Architect. 

 

BB-8 On the Run by Drew Daywalt 

(Picture Book) BB-8 must deliver a secret map to 

the Resistance!  Find more Star Wars fun in Are 

You Scared, Darth Vader? by Adam Rex. 

 

Benny and Penny series by Geoffrey Hayes 

(Graphic Novel) Brother and sister Benny and 

Penny try to get along, just like you and your 

siblings.  Also try Patrick in a Teddy Bear's Picnic. 

 

Community Helpers series by various authors 

(Nonfiction) Learn about police officers, mail 

carriers, veterinarians, and others who make life 

better for us all. 

 

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut by Derrick Barnes 

(Picture Book) A celebration of self-confidence 

and swagger with a new haircut.  Winner of 

multiple major honors and awards. 

 

Finding Winnie by Lindsay Mattick 

(Illustrated Fiction) This book, winner of the 

2016 Caldecott Medal, tells the story of the real 

bear who inspired A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh. 

 

Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel 

(Easy Reader) This classic series relates the 

often humorous, sometimes poignant, exploits 

of two amphibious friends. 

 

I Like to Read series by various authors 

(Easy Reader) Choose from many fun titles, 

including Hiding Dinosaurs, about a boy trying 

to hide the dinos that hatched from the eggs in 

the kitchen, and lots more! 

 

If You Plant a Seed by Kadir Nelson 

(Picture Book) While planting seeds in their 

garden, two animals learn the value of kindness. 

 

Lucky Ducklings by Eva Moore 

(Picture Book) The true story of five Long Island 

ducklings’ rescue after falling into a storm drain. 

 

Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey 

(Classic Picture Book) Mrs. Mallard and her 

eight ducklings know just where they want to 

live!  But how will they get through busy Boston 

safely?  Also read Blueberries for Sal. 

 

Ocean Meets Sky by Terry & Eric Fan 

(Picture Book) In this dreamy tale, a boy builds a 

ship and sets sail for the magical place from his 

late grandfather's stories where ocean meets sky.  

 

Outside Your Window by Nicola Davies 

(Poetry) A stunningly illustrated treasury of 

poems reflects children’s experiences as they 

encounter nature for the first time. 

 

Rookie National Parks series by various authors 

(Nonfiction) Explore some of America’s wildest 

national treasures, including Yosemite, 

Yellowstone, and the Great Smoky Mountains. 

 

Stars! Stars! Stars! by Nancy E. Wallace 

(Nonfiction) Learn about stars with help from a 

bunny family.  Look for other topics such as 

leaves, apples, seeds, rocks, and shells. 

 

Super Cute! Baby Animals series by Megan 

Borgert-Spaniol 

(Easy Reader) Get face to face with the cutest 

baby animals you’ve ever seen! 

 

The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen 

(Fairy Tale) Take a gander at our many different 

and unique editions of Andersen's classic tale of 

belonging and self-discovery. 

 

When the Moon Is Full by Penny Pollock 

(Poetry) This collection offers a beautifully 

illustrated look at a year's worth of full moons. 

 

Zoom In On series by various authors 

(Nonfiction) Feed hungry minds with photos and 

facts galore, covering topics such as the sky, 

farm animals, biographies, simple machines, 

and more! 
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Ada Byron Lovelace and the Thinking Machine 

by Laurie Wallmark 

(Biography) Read about the remarkable 19th 

century woman who is considered the world’s 

first computer programmer. 

 

The Bill Martin Jr. Big Book of Poetry 

(Poetry) Over 200 beautifully illustrated poems. 

 

Blue Sky, White Stars by Sarvinder Naberhaus  

(Picture Book) In this love letter to all that America 

is and can be, celebrate our flag, and the people and 

events that helped secure the freedoms we enjoy. 

 

Chicken Squad series by Doreen Cronin 

(Fiction) Meet Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie.  

These cheeky chicks are not your typical farmyard 

fluffs: they solve mysteries and fight crime! 

 

The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield 

(Picture Book) Young Chris loves pretending to 

be a brave astronaut, but there’s one problem: 

he's afraid of the dark.  Inspired by the 

childhood of the real-life astronaut author! 

 

A Different Pond by Bao Phi 

(Picture Book) Bao and his dad fish on the shores 

of a small pond.  Unlike other anglers, they fish 

for food, not fun.  Between casts, Bao's father 

tells him about a different pond in Vietnam. 

 

DK Readers: Star Wars series by various authors 

(Fiction) Fledgling readers will travel to a galaxy 

far, far away in this great series!  

 

Fairy Tales by Hans Christian Andersen 

(Fairy Tales) Try reading The Emperor’s New 

Clothes and The Steadfast Tin Soldier. 

 

Frankly, Frannie series by A.J. Stern 

(Fiction) Frannie can’t wait to grow up and have 

a real grownup job.  But her attempts to be a 

radio show host, run a dog grooming business, 

or deliver a keynote result in lots of trouble! 

 

Galaxy Zack series by Ray O’Ryan 

(Fiction) In 2120, 8-year old Zack moves from 

Texas to the futuristic planet Nebulon and starts 

school.  What could possibly go wrong? 

 

Ling & Ting series by Grace Lin 

(Early Reader) Ling and Ting are identical twins 

that people think are exactly the same, but time 

and again they prove to be different.  Also try 

Ling & Ting Share a Birthday and others. 

 

Little Shaq series by Shaquille O’Neal 

(Fiction) Little Shaq and his cousin Barry, great 

teammates on the basketball court, work well 

together off of it, too.  Read the sequels!  

 

Narwhal and Jelly series by Ben Clanton 

(Graphic Novel) A happy-go-lucky, waffle-loving 

narwhal and a cynical, no-nonsense jellyfish 

forge an unlikely friendship and share 

adventures while exploring the ocean together.  

 

No More Poems! by Rhett Miller 

(Poetry) These poems bring a fresh twist to the 

classic dilemmas of childhood. Full of clever 

wordplay and toilet humor to spare! 

 

Ron’s Big Mission by Rose Blue 

(Illustrated Fiction) Be inspired by the story of 

how young Ron McNair, later a Challenger 

astronaut, used peaceful resistance to 

desegregate his South Carolina public library in 

the 1950s.  

 

Secret Subway by Shana Corey 

(Nonfiction) Check out the fascinating, little-

known — and true! — story of New York City’s 

first subway.  This “underground train” wowed 

its first riders almost 150 years ago. 

 

Start to Finish series by various authors 

(Nonfiction) Follow along as we go From Plastic 

to Soccer Ball, and From Cocoa Bean to 

Chocolate, with many others to read! 

 

Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 

(Illustrated Fiction) Dirty and worn out, this 

rabbit wonders if he has missed his chance to 

be real.  Check out the many illustrated editions. 
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Brave Ballerina by Michelle Meadows 

(Biography/Illustrated Fiction) A tribute to Janet 

Collins, the first African-American principal 

dancer at the Metropolitan Opera House, who 

overcame racial segregation to achieve her 

dream. 

 

Brave Girl by Michelle Markel 

(Illustrated Fiction) The true story of the 

immigrant who organized the 1909 Shirtwaist 

Makers’ strike. 

 

Face to Face with Animals series by National 

Geographic 

(Nonfiction) Full of fantastic photographs, these 

informative books highlight lions, whales, frogs, 

penguins and leopards. 

 

Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm & Charles 

Perrault 

(Fairy Tales) Many original fairy tales are a lot 

scarier than Disney would have you believe.  

Ready to read the real stories? 

 

Gravity by Jason Chin 

(Nonfiction) What stops everything on Earth 

from floating off into space?  Gravity!  This 

beautiful book makes a complex subject 

brilliantly accessible for young readers. 

 

The Haunted Library by Dori Hillestad Butler 

(Fiction) A girl befriends a ghost in the library 

she calls home.  Check out the sequels. 

 

How the Meteorite Got to the Museum by Jessie 

Hartland 

(Nonfiction) Learn how a meteor went from 

outer space, across the eastern U.S., to the roof 

of a car in Peekskill, and then to an exhibition at 

the American Museum of Natural History in New 

York City.  

 

I Dissent by Debbie Levy 

(Biography) A picture book biography of Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg examines her life and many 

famous stands against inequality, unfair 

treatment, and human rights violations.  

Kung Pow Chicken series by Cyndi Marko 

(Fiction) Get cracking with this avian superhero 

series featuring plenty of eggcellent action! 

 

Laughing Matters series by Pam Rosenberg 

(Nonfiction) You’ll have your friends in stitches 

with these compilations of jokes about bugs, 

monsters, dinosaurs, and more! 

 

Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie by Julie Sternberg 

(Fiction) Eleanor’s perfect babysitter has moved 

away and now her summer is as bad as pickle 

juice on a cookie.  Also try Like Bug Juice on a 

Burger and Like Carrot Juice on a Cupcake. 

 

One Proud Penny by Randy Siegel 

(Nonfiction) Follow a penny’s adventures across 

the country.  "Some folks think pennies are 

worthless, but I know we are worth a lot!"  

 

Ruby Lo series / Alvin Ho series by Lenore Look 

(Fiction) Befriend spunky Ruby and anxious 

Alvin this summer, and follow along for all of 

their adventures. 

 

Squish series by Jennifer L. Holm 

(Graphic Novel) Meet Squish, a grade school 

amoeba trying to find his place in the world (or 

at least make it through a school day).  Also try 

Holm’s Babymouse series, which follows the 

adventures of a 9-year old mouse. 

 

Unlikely Friendships series by Jennifer Holland 

(Nonfiction) Witness the power of friendship in 

these stories of animals who have forged unlikely 

bonds with other animals of different species. 

 

Victory School Superstars series by various 

authors 

(Fiction) Follow all the action in this exciting 

series from Sports Illustrated.  You’re sure to 

find one featuring your favorite sport. 

 

Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 

(Poetry) A collection of funny poems.  Also read 

Silverstein’s other classic works, including 

Every Thing On It, Falling Up, and Runny Babbit. 
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Alien in My Pocket series by Nate Ball 

(Fiction) Zack was afraid when a 4-inch alien 

crash-landed in his bedroom.  But he soon 

realized that the world was more of a danger to 

the alien than the alien was to the world! 

 

American Girl series by various authors 

(Fiction) Travel through time from the colonial 

period to the present day in these beloved 

books featuring smart, courageous girls.  Don’t 

know where to start?  Set your sights on the 

stars with Luciana’s trilogy! 

 

Brave Jane Austen by Lisa Pliscou 

(Biography)  A literary picture book about the  

groundbreaking novelist Jane Austen reveals 

how her refusal to settle for the status quo led 

her to create some of the world's most beloved 

novels. 

 

Calvin Coconut series by Graham Salisbury 

(Fiction) Travel to the Hawaiian island of Oahu, 

where Calvin, a “trouble magnet,” is beginning 

fourth grade.  Mischief awaits! 

 

Elephant Quest by Ted and Betsy Lewin 

(Nonfiction) Follow the authors on their exciting 

and dangerous expedition in search of African 

elephants.  Also try Puffling Patrol and Gorilla 

Walk. 

 

Jedi Academy series by various authors 

(Graphic Novel) “My whole life I planned on going 

to pilot school, but then I got rejected! But Yoda 

invited me to Jedi Academy.  Now I'm at a school 

with aliens, robots, and lightsaber-wielding bullies!  

How am I supposed to compete with that?”  

 

The Last Kids on Earth series by Max Brallier 

(Fiction) After a monster apocalypse hits town, 

average 13-year old Jack Sullivan builds a team 

of friends to help slay the eerily intelligent 

monster known only as Blarg.  

 

Lost in NYC by Nadja Spiegelman & Sergio Sánchez 

(Graphic Novel) New York's subways are known 

for many things, but being easy on a lost kid isn't 

one of them.  When Pablo gets separated from his 

new classmates during his first field trip in NYC, he 

doesn't know how he'll be able to find them again. 

 

Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Iqbal, a 

Brave Boy from Pakistan by Jeanette Winter 

(Nonfiction) Two courageous children stood up for 

human rights.  You will be inspired by their stories. 

 

Matilda by Roald Dahl 

(Classic Fiction) Matilda applies her untapped 

mental powers to face her vile family’s torment 

and rid her school of its evil headmistress.  

 

No Fair! No Fair! by Calvin Trillin 

(Poetry) Any kid - or kid at heart - will be able to 

relate to these poems by the New Yorker humorist. 

 

Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods by Rick Riordan 

(Nonfiction) Percy gives you an insider’s look at 

the gods of Olympus.  Also try Percy Jackson’s 

Greek Heroes. 

 

Ranger in Time series by Kate Messner 

(Fiction) Meet Ranger! He's a time-traveling 

golden retriever who has a nose for trouble...but 

always saves the day!  

 

Some Writer! by Melissa Sweet 

(Biography) An entertaining look at E.B. White, 

the author of such classics as Charlotte’s Web. 

 

Sport Stories series by Jake Maddox 

(Fiction) Exciting stories about all of your 

favorite sports.  Try Soccer Surprise, Gold Medal 

Swim, Horseback Hurdles, and many others! 

 

Wildlife Rescue series by Suzi Eszterhas 

(Nonfiction)  In Koala Hospital, take a tour of an 

Australian facility dedicated to caring for sick 

and injured koalas.  Also read Sea Otter Rescue 

and Orangutan Orphanage. 

 

The Year of the Book by Andrea Cheng 

(Fiction) Follow a Chinese-American girl as she 

navigates relationships with family, friends, and 

classmates.  Want more?  Check out the sequels! 
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All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson 

(Graphic Novel)  Homeschooled by RenFair fans, 

Imogene has a hard time fitting in when her wish to 

attend public school is granted.  Also try Roller Girl. 

 

The Best Man by Richard Peck 

(Fiction) When two of Archer’s role models, his 

uncle and Mr. McLeod, get married, Archer's 6th 

grade year becomes one he'll remember forever. 

 

A Dog Called Homeless by Sarah Lean 

(Fiction) A girl overcomes grief by befriending a 

homeless man, a blind/deaf boy, and a very 

special dog.  This is a story you won’t soon forget. 

 

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 

(Fiction) When 6 students are chosen to attend 

a weekly talk with no adults, they discover that 

together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears 

they have to hide from the rest of the world.  

 

HiLo series by Judd Winick 

(Graphic Novel) When a mysterious boy falls from 

the sky, D.J. and Gina must discover the secrets 

of his identity and help him save the world. 

 

Chronicle of the Dark Star series by Kevin Emerson 

(Fiction) On their Last Day on Mars before it burns 

up just like Earth before it, Liam and Phoebe 

discover that the human race is just one of the 

races trying to survive in space.  Read the sequels! 

 

One Mixed-Up Night by Catherine Newman 

(Fiction)  Unbeknownst to their parents, Frankie 

and Walter plan a sleepover in an IKEA store! 

 

Poems to Learn by Heart by Caroline Kennedy 

(Poetry) There's a poem to celebrate every moment 

in life: memorize it, share it - it's yours forever. 

 

Rocket & Groot by Tom Angleberger 

(Fiction) Rocket and Groot crash-land on a planet 

made of strip malls, robots bent on customer 

service, and killer toilets!  Check out the sequel. 

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan 

(Fiction) Ravi, just moved from India, and Joe, with 

learning disabilities, gain strength from each other 

as they navigate school, family, and friendships.  

 

Scientists in the Field series by various authors 

(Nonfiction) Work alongside real scientists 

saving rare parrots, tracking snow leopards, 

diving to deep-sea volcanoes, and more in this  

highly engaging series. 

 

Secret Coders series by Gene Luen Yang 

(Graphic Novel) Attending an elite school where 

students solve a variety of puzzles using 

programming, Hopper and Eni resolve to crack the 

school founder's most elusive mystery together.  

 

Space Case by Stuart Gibbs 

(Fiction) Dash is one of the first to live on the 

(dull) moon.  But his boredom ends when a top 

scientist dies under suspicious circumstances.  

Read the sequels, and also try Gibbs’ other series. 

 

The Unteachables by Gordan Korman 

(Fiction) They’re a class of delinquents and lost 

causes.  Their teacher is burned-out Mr. Kermit.  

Over a year, room 117 will experience mayhem, 

destruction, and - maybe - redemption. 

 

The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Bradley   

(Fiction) A girl and her brother are given a new 

life away from their abusive mother after being 

evacuated from London during World War II.  

Read the sequel: The War I Finally Won. 

 

Worst-Case Scenario series by various authors 

(Fiction) Can you survive Mars, Everest, or the 

Amazon?  Choose your path wisely!  

 

The 13-Story Treehouse series by Andy Griffiths 

(Fiction) Who wouldn't want to live in a 

treehouse?  Especially a 13-story one with a 

bowling alley, pool, comics library, secret lab, 

game room, and self-making beds?  Climb on up! 

f
if

th
 g

ra
d

e
 

ro
c

k
v

il
le

 c
e

n
tr

e
 

p
u

b
li

c
 l

ib
ra

ry
 

TRIED AND TRUE SERIES FOR FIFTH GRADE 
Harry Potter (Rowling)   •   Ranger’s Apprentice/Brotherband Chronicles (Flanagan)   •   Willow Falls (Mass) 
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